HOME   LIFE   AND   "IDYLLS."                       [i860
The lasses and the little ones, Jack Tars, they look to
you! The despots over yonder, let 'em do whatever they
please! God bless the little isle where a man may still be
true!
God bless  the noble  isle that is  Mistress of the Seas!
Up, Jack Tars, and save us I The whole world shall not brave us! If you will save the pride of the Mistress of the Seas.
In Once a Week, July i6th, was published "The Grandmother's Apology " with a beautiful illustration by Millais.
With a view to some new " Idylls of the King " my father was studying " Pelleas and Ettarre" and " La belle Isoude "; and, after working at those already in print, went for a holiday in August with Mr Palgrave to Portugal.
My fathers letter-diary.   Journey to Portugal with F.  T. Palgrave and F.  C. Grove1.
August i6tk. Radley's Hotel, Southampton. Have been over the Vectis, the name of the vessel, not Tagus, Tagus being repaired, or running alternately with the Vectis. She is very prettily got up and painted, and apparently scrupulously clean. Brookfield2 keeps up my spirits by wonderful tales, puns, etc. I find that neither Palgrave nor Grove wants to move except as I will and they are quite content to remain at Cintra.
August i yth. Have passed a night somewhat broken by railway whistles.
1 Eldest son of Judge Sir W. Grove.
2 Brookfield had come to see his friends off from Southampton.